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WASHINGTON, Nov. 16— Sec- 
retary of State William P. 
Rogers asked the Swiss Ambas- 
sador today to inform Cuba 
that the United States was will- 
ing to take any steps, including 
' direct negotiations, to obtain an 
agreement to halt the hijacking 
I of airliners to Havana. 

' The State Department’s 
spokesman, Charles W. Bray 3d, 
who announced the meeting be- 
tween Mr. Rogers and the Swiss 
Ambassador, Felix Schnyder, 
said the United States wanted 
an agreement "‘in the most ex- 
peditious and effective manner 
possible” and was '‘prepared to 
engage in any process which 
will produce results.” 

If Cuba agrees to face-to-face 
talks — instead of conducting 
negotiations through the Swiss 
Embassy, which represents 
United States interests in Ha- 
vana — it will be the first direct 
contract between the two Gov- 
ernments since they broke dip- 
lomatic relations in January,. 
1961. ! 


In reply to questions, Mr. 
Bray told newsmen that Secre- 
tary Rogers had personally in- 
tervened in the current ex- 
changes with Havana — an un- 
usual step in what heretofore 
has been a frozen relationship 
— to suggest “the degree to 
which we wish to give positive 
response to indications that the i 
Cuban Government is prepared • 
to negotiate an agreement on : 
hijacking.” 

“Of course, it was a symbolic 
Continued on Page 4, Column 4 | 


THE NEV/ YORK TIMES, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 1972 


Rogers Says the U. S. Would Meet Cubans 


1 


Continued From Page I, Col. 4 


gesture,” Mr. Bray said of Mr. 
Roger’s session with Ambas- 
sador Schnyder. 

After this meeting, Mr. 
Schnyder told reporters that 
the Cuban Premier, Fidel Cas- 
tro, was personally interested 
in solving the hijacking prob- 
lem. 

Mr. Bray said that Secretary 
Rogers had also conveyed to 
Cuba through the Swiss Am- 
bassador a “statement of wel- 
come” by the United States to 
the formal declaration by the 
Cuban Government, broadcast 
yesterday by the Havana radio, 
proposing negotiations to work 
out an agreement to curb aerial 
hijacking. 

Late in the day Secretary 
Rogers flew to Camp David, 
Md. for foreign policy discus- 
sions with President Nixon. 
State Department officials said 
;hat Cuba was among the sub- 
jects to be taken up at the 
meeting. 

‘Broad Agreement' Urged 

Both Mr. Bray and the White 
I House press secretaiy, Ronald 
L. Ziegler, continued to caution 
against speculation that nego- 
tiations on an^ijacldng meas- 
ures .might Iea:d to other forms 
of normalization in Cuban- 
American relations. But Nixon 
Administration officials said 
privately that the dialogue 
with Havana, which has includ- 
ed private exchanges, had al- 
ready moved further than 
either Government would have 
predicted a month ago. 

At his news briefing, for ex- 
ample, Mr. Bray refused to say 
whether the United States re- 
garded as negotiable the Cuban 
proposal yesterday for a “broad 
agreement” covering not only 
hijackings of American aircraft 
but also what Havana describes 
as^ acts of violence against its 
ships, planes and territory by 
exiles. 

The Cuban declaration re- 
peated ^ past charges — which 
the United States has denied — 
that this country aids “illegal” 
departures by Cubans from the 


island, . raids by Cuban exiles 
against Cuba and the hijackings 
of Cuban’ ships. The statement 
said that such activities should 
also be covered by any anti- 
hijacking accord. 

Two years ago a United 
States proposal for an anti- 
hijacking agreement foundered 
over these Cuban demands. But 
today, Mr. Bray said that “it 
would be premature to discuss 
in a detailed way our or their 
positions.” 

“Our view is that this process 
must be addressed to the fu- 
ture,” he said, “and one of the 
outcomes must be to make it 
clear to hijackers that both 
Governments will deal effec- 
tively with them,” he said. 

_ Other State Department offi- 
cials said that Washington’s 
immediate response to the 
Cuban declaration yesterday — 
in which the Havana Govern- 
ment said it “has no interest 
whatever in promoting hijack- 
ings” or providing refuge for 
“persons responsible for com- 
mon criminal acts” in the 
United States — implied that the 
United States was not ruling 
out negotiations on the other 
points raised by Havana. 

“If v/e start talking about 
other matters than hijacking, 
then, ^ obviously, we shall be 
negotiating some very basic 
aspects of our relations with 


Cuba,” an official said. 

Washington broke relations 
with Havana in 1961 in re- 
sponse to Cuban demand 
that the diplomatic personnel 
at the United States Embassy 
be reduced to eight officers, 
but thiis step followed two 
years of mounting hostility be- 
tween the two Governments. 


